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Karna 


The Mahabharata is a gallery of heroes and Karna is the most heroic 
of them. Fate denied him all his dues, But he fought and achieved all 
that a man could aspire to have, 


He was as much a Pandava prince as any of the other five. Bur he 
,never knew his lineage. At last when he knew it, he could not but 
disown it. 

He was brought up às a commoner and therefore humiliated. 
Teachers would not teach him. Hís equals shunned him. He received 
no honour despite his valour bur he never lost heart. Duryodhana, the 
Kaurava prince, offered him kingship. For this act of kindness, he 
remained loyal to Duryodhana till the very end. 


Over 70 million copies sold so far. 


Editor: Anant Pai Em 
© India Bode House Limited, 1972. © Reprinted October, 1958. ISBN و‎ 7508 -127 - 
Published by Anant Psi for India Book House Limited, Feet Bldg, Mathurndos Vosseji Road, Marol Nıka, 

Azeri (East), babe - 400 059 and printed by kim gt Tritop Art-n-Print, A/57, tst Floor, 
Bicandop Indestrisi Estate, Pannalal Silk Mills Compound, L-B 5. Marg, Bhandup (VI), Mumbai - 400 078 


7۶۷۸۷۳۷۱۰ 


CALLED HE 


ADOPTED PRITHA „ MIA NIECE „AND 


۷۸۵۳۳۸۷ RACE s HAD NO CHILDREN. GO HE 


SEE = له‎ 


BAY FONTIBHOJA, OF THE (LUSTROUS 


A a 


FOR A FULL YEAR KUNTI LOOKED AFTER THE SAGE || 
CAREFULLY > PATIENTLY AND WIT DE VOTION - 


I WILL GIVE VOU A DIVINE 
MANTRA". IT WILL ENABLE YOU 
TO CALL UPON ANY GOD TO 
COME AND BLESS YOU WITH A 
SON WHO IS IN EVERY WAY 


I WONDER IF IT REALLY } 
1 22, 


WORKS. رہن‎ d 
LORD SURYA SMILES ہے‎ 
AT ME. WILL CALL HIM 


AH! DEAR ۲) 
ME. (E EVER SEE YOU 
x AGAIN » ١ HAVE 

7 ENGTH m 


1 
1 ACKNOWLEDGE 
- YOU THE w 


AH WHAT ` 

A BEAUTIFUL 
CHILD, ABANDONED 
BY SOME HEART- 
LESS MOTHER, 


NO DOUBT, 4 
Bn 9፪ 


HE TOOK THE CHILD HOME TO HIG WIFE, RADHA. 


LET US CALL HE SHALL BE 
HIM VASUSHENA' : RADHEVA, DEAR WIFE — 
OF THE RADHEVA THE SON 
KAVACHA AND 3 OF RADHA. 
KUNDALAS. / 


KARNAS EARLY CHILDHOOD 
WAG A HAPPY ONE. 


77 MEANWHILE HAD MARRIED 
KING PANDU OF HASTINAPURA , 
WHO RULED THE KINGDOM FOR 
M3 BLIND BROTHER 
OHRITARAGHTRA - 


BUT KING PANDU BECAUSE OF A 
CURSE COULD NOT HAVE CHILDREN. 
90 HE RETIRED WITH HII TWO 

QUEENS, KUNTI AND MADRI, TO A 
QUIET LIFE IN THE HIMALAYAS. 


DEAREST ONE , 
HOW | SORROW 
WHEN I SEE 


OF A WAY OUT 
BUT | HAVE NOT 
TOLD YOU 
ABOUT IT. 


WITH THE HELP OF THE MANTRA, KONTI AND MADRI MAD 
EVE SONS IN ALL = THE PANDA PRICES, 


WHEN BAND DIED, MARRY 77 HERGELF ON THE FUNERAL PYRE ， 
HUNT TOOK THE FIVE PRINCES, VUDHTIHTHIRA GON OF DHARMA), 77 
(Sow OF VAY), ARJUNA (BON OF INDRA), NAKULA AND GAHADEV (GONE 
OF THE ASVINI TWINS), TO MASTINAPUKA ۔‎ 


— ET — < 
==> LD revereD UNCLE N l A THE PANDAVA ™ 
SEE 0۷۷۷۹۹۷۸۸۸۷۲ wise gere f PRINCES SHALL Pk 
yis VIDURA, I LEAVE THE M BROUGHT UP,AS THE 
FATHERLEGS SONG 


¡ALONG WITH THEIR 
| COUSINS THE 
KAURAVAS. 


FROM THE BEGINNINE A BITTER 
RIVALRY SPRANG UP BETWEEN THE 
COUSINS: THE KWRA. PRINCES 

WERE 7 


AND KARNA WHO OPTEN CAME 
TO HAITINADURA MATCHED « 


<— ——— BALENA 
OUR 7! ۸۸م‎ 3 ወ 1 
COUSINS HAVE | ( TORMENTI ME UNEN! \ 
COME AND A ON THE POOR 
SPOILT 4 PLAVGROUMD DURYODHANA 。 
AND HAUNTS 


OUR LIFE, « 
51 


MV DREAMS: 


ORONACHARYA y MASTER IN THE 
PRINCE! ARTI, TAUGHT THE 
۲۷۷۸۷۸9. 


ARNINA' B GRILL" 
TÛ) IN ARCHER 19 
7 UNMATCHED BY ANY 
OF وس‎ | FEM? THOSE 

Z 


WILL NEVER LET 
ME 9090499 HIM. 


PARASHURAMA , THEY SAY, HATES ) 
KSHATRIVAS + / WILL GO TO HIM 
IN THE GUISE OF A BRAHMAN- 
HE 15 SURE TO ACCEPT ME 
AS HIS PUPIL. 


PARASHURAMA WAS VERY FOND OF 
MIS BRIGHT PUPIL- 


YOU ARE NOW 
READY FOR THE 

MASTER WEAPON 

—THE BRAHMASTRA. 


GURU, PLEASE p" 3 
TEACH ME THE THE BRAHMASTRA 


BRAHMASTRA „/ / IS ONLY MEANT 

FOR BRAHMANAS, 

AND HIGH-BORN 
KSHATRIVAS. 

I CANNOT TEACH IT TO 

VOU— A CHARIOTEER'5 


WHEN HE REACHED THE ASHRAM 
OF THE GREAT SAGE — 


COME, MY SON. 
I AM WILLING TO 
TEACH ANY WORTHY 
YOUTH, WHO IS NOTA 
KSHATRIVA - 


WHEN THE GAGE WOKE UP AND SAW 
THE BLOOD ~ 


YOU HAVE DECEIVED ME.) 
ONLY A KSHATRIVA 
CAN BEAR SUCH PAIN TO 
PROTECT ANOTHER. 
\ TELL ME THE TRUTH! 


THE ENRAGED SAGE CURSED KARNĄ. 


p  . z = 


GURU, YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE WILL 
FAIL YOU WHEN YOU 


Ta IT-MOST Y 


, 4 


ም: DECEIVING VOUR 


٦ 


THEN ONE DAY WHILE PARASHURAMA 
WAS RESTING 


WITH HIG HEAD OW 


AH I HOW THE LITTLE 
INSECT STINGS. BUT 
/ WILL NOT DISTURB 

YOUR REST, BELOVED 


1 AM THE SON OF 
ADHIRATHA , 
THE CHARIOTEER, 
A SUTAPUTRA . 
FORGIVE ME,SIR. 


4 


= 
-- ፥:ቐ: ብ: . መራ... TO 
ይጨ. TE ሬጨጩ፡፡.2=ኗ5መጅሯጩ 


AFTER A CONSULTATION. WITH THE 
= ( ELDERS,THE DAY WAS FIXED. 
VQU ARE 
READY FOR AN 
EXHIBITION AND 
AN OPEN 
CONTEST OF 
YOUR SKILLS 4 


jn 
JW ۳ 
A 


SUDDENLY THERE WAS A COMMOTION AND ALL EYES WERE TURNED TOI 
THE ENTRANCE- A FIGURE ENTERED ON THE SCENE— IT WAS KARNA » 


HE WAS ABLE TO PERFORM 
ALL ARJUNA'S FEATS. 
AS 


| KARMA RAS OVERWHELMED BY THIS ] 
| MEZCOME FROM DURYODHANA. 

GOOD KING ALL I ASK 
| 5 YOUR LOVE 

AND THE OPPORTUNITY 

TO MEET DRONA'S 

FAVOURITE PUPIL ARJUNA 
IN SINGLE EOMBATI 


1 


AŻ ARJUNA HAS GETTING READY, 
KRIPA, A TEACHER IN THE KURU 
PLACE, STEPPED FORWARD . 
WHO ARE YOU? REVEAL VOU 
PARENTAGE - OUR PRINCE 
FIGHT ONLY WITH HIS 
EQUAL IN BIRTH AND 


LIVED. HOW SHALL I 4 

| ANSWER HM P ws | 
— O HEARTLESS MOTHER | 

R ê WHO ABANDONED ME `N 
MA AT BIRTH + WHO AM p 7 | 


14 


| JUST THEN ADHIRATHA 
| WALKED FEEBLY TD- 


'APUTRA! 60 


DRIVE YOUR CHARIOT! 
YOU ARE NOT 
WORTHY OF 


AS THEY DROVE AWAY ሪህ DURYOPHANA'S CHARIOT 
TE STRANGE! PEAD DURYODHANA YOU HAVE NOT 


7 FEEL SAFE ; BEFRIENDED ME IN VAIN- / WILL 
KILL ARJUNA IN SINGLE 
COMBAT ONE DAV f 
7 WALI 


DOES 7۸/3 KARNA 
HAVE THAT MAKES 


BETWEEN THE COUSINS ONLY 
WORSENED = KARNA > IMPELLED 
BL ME LOVE FOR PURYODHANA, 
BUNDET TOOK MB SIDE: SAYA 
UHRA MAJ CHEATED ATA GAME 
GE WCE, DEPRIVED OF 4119. KING- 
BOM AND BAMSKHED FOR 
77۳722۸ YEARS y WITH MIS BROTHERS 
AND QUEEN DRAUBADI. AT THE END 
OF 222 PERIOD THE PANDAVAS 
OPIED FOR A PEACEFUL SETTLE — 
MENT» BUT DURYODHANA و‎ ENCOUR- 
AGED BY KARVA „AND AGAINST 
THE WISHES OF HIE ELDERS y 
REFUSED TO NEGOTIATE. IF THE 
ZANDAVAS WANTED THEIR KINGDOM 
THEY WOULD HAVE TO FIGHT FOR IT 
> 


| DS THE YEARS PASSED, RELATIONS 


IN THE HEAVENS INDRA HAS 
CONCERNED ABOUT ARJONA »።። 


IF KARVA (5 DEPRIVED OF 
HIS KAVACHA AND KUNDALAS, 
MY SON ARJUNA 
WEED FEAR MO 


SURYA ABOUT KARNA- 


ss AND 
AN Ai 
JF INDRA INTERVENES, 


MY SON HAS NO 
CHANCE. I MUST 


SURYA TRIED 70 WARN HIS 3 INDRA APPROACHED KARMA IN 
SON IN A DREAM- THE GUISE OF Å BRAHMAN- 


LORD INDRA WILL I BEG FOR ALMS- 
TRY TO TAKE KARNA,IT IS SAID, 
ADVANTAGE OF YOUR REFUSES NOTHING 
GENEROSITY. DO TO THOSE WHO ASK. 
NOT PART WITH 1 WANT YOUR 
YOUR KAVACHA KAVACHA AND 


(DRA HAS TOUCHED. - | 


ም [ህ RETURN — 
| | GRANT VOU my 
| MASTER WEAPON 


SHAKTI, BUT YOU MAY 
USE IT ONLY ONCE. 


/ HAVE FAILED! 
DURYODHANA 18 

BENT UPON WAR. 
ME DEPENDS ON 
KARNA TO WIN IT FOR 


RAS HARNINGS è 
SENEROUS, PARTED 
€ KICHA AND KUNDALAS. 


MN LORD, | KNOW WHO 
YOU ARE AND WHY YOU 
ARE HERE . VET, | GIVE 

TO VOU MU VERY LIFE. 
NEVER LET IT BE SAID 

THAT KARNA REFUSED 
ANYONE ANYTHING. ምሥ 


THE PANDAVAS MEANWHILE STILL 
HOPED FOR A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT 


Cl THE KAURA- 


EN VAS TO GIUE 
A YOU YOUR 


KARNA WAS (NA TERRIBLE 
FREDIEAMENT- 


DURYODHANA’S LOVE IS WHAT 
١ VALUE MOST IN MY LIFE - 
40 IF YOU REALLY HAVE 
MY INTEREST AT HEART 
PROMISE ME THAT YOU 
WILL KEEP THE SEGRET 
OF MY BIRTH TILL 


SHE WENT TO KARMA WHEN HE WAS AT 
THE END OF HIS MIDDAY PRAYERS. 


MERES WHAT 


KRISHNA WENT TO KARMA AND TOLD HUM 
THE STORY OF ሪሪሪ BIRTH: WHEN HE 
ARKA COME WITH ME-I WILL MAKE 
YOU A GREAT EMPEROR -YOU 
WILL HAVE FIVE POWERFUL 
BROTHERS AND A 
MOTHER WHO LONGS 
FOR YOU. 


WHEN KUNTI HEARD THAT. 
KRISHNAG TALKS HAD FAILED, 
SHE WAS FULL OF GRIEF. 


1 MUST NOW TELL 
KARNA WHO HE 18. 
THE MAR MAY VET, 
BE AVERTED. 


——— ¬ —— 


| ጩቋ roo 000۸1102 TO KARA TE | [nor we WOULD MOT LET MS. 
REK CIE سور‎ BIRTH AND PLEADED | MOTMER'S PLEAS GO رھ‎ 
MT? ABH AGP TO FIGHT MO ROTE“ I WILL FIGHT AGAINST 


fm ji 
7 UN "AEN A | OUR SOND,MY BROTHERS 
ږا‎ EVEN LORD $ 4 MOTHER ٦ - ; 
i . | A BUT ۱ WILL NOT KILL ۷ 
JURA, YOUR ) WHAT YOU ASK EXCEPT ARJUNA.VOU SHALL 


= An | ME TO DO id STILL HAVE FIVE SONS ALIVE 
ME IN MY EEQULST.Ą AQANET My ) i , 
4 ክሬ ፖ AND ۱ MY HONOUR: 
Wa Å DHARMA. E ሀ 


82/27۸ WAS TO LEAD THE 
LA ARMY. HAVEN KARNA HEARD FATS 
ARE WENT TO DURYODHANA » 


3۲۱۷۷۷۸۱۱۸۸ HAD NEVER LIKED 
ME SAND | WILL NOT TAKE 
ORDERS GROM ۰ 

| WILL ENTER 

THE FIELD ONDE 

WHEN HE HAG 4 
FALLEN = 


VIT ا سپ‎ KARNA AMD LEFT 
NED AE 1 


20 


DEAR KARNA f | KNEW WHO YOU WERE. 
YOUR FIRM LOYALTY TO DURYODHANA 
IS YOUR CHOSEN PHARMA. MAY 
YOU LEAD HIS FORCES TO 
VICTORY ! GO FIGHT YOUR 
FATED ENEMIES. 


IT IS BEST THAT 

DRONA LEAD US. LET 
THERE BE NO 

i) JEALOUSY AMONG 

OUR HEROES AT 

THIS STAGE. 


WOW COMMAND 
THE KAURAVA FORCES. 3 


| DID HOPE THAT 
NOU WOULD 
LEAD US, 


AMD 50 THE BATTLE RAGED OW. IT WAS THE FOURTEENTH DAW. KARNA WAS 
ENGAGED IN FIGHTING BUEEMA. KARNA COULD EAGNY HAVE KILLED HIM, BUT 一 
1 ( FORGIVE ME,DUPVODHANA . 
/ HAVE BHEEMA AT MY ) 
MERCY BUT 1 CANNOT KILL 
\ HIM. | HAVE PROMISED MY 


MOTHER AH f ARJUNA COMES , 
| 70 DEFEND BHEEMA. | AM 
> LUCKY» 


THAT DAY THE BATTLE CONTINUED INTO THE NIGHT. THIS WAS LUCKY FOR BHEEMAB 
GON GHATOTKACHA AND HIS RAKSHASA FORCES, FOR RAKGHASAS ARE STRONG — 
EST AT NIGHT. 


KILL THAT FELLOW 
IMMEDIATELY, KARNA . 
OR ELSE OUR WHOLE 

ARMU WILL BE 
VANQUIGHED,, 


23 


THE INDESTRUCTIBLE 
KARNA GHALL BE THE 
W AND THE KAURAUA ١ COMMANDER OF OUR =) 
EN | 
3 


VIES SPORE AS OWE p ን چک‎ Forces. € 
N ` < 
Pa, 2 سر‎ >. 


: 4 
JOUR OF KARNA کو‎ 


O AAT 


| KARMA WAS GLAD THAT HE 
| COULD AT LAST REPAY KIE 
BELOVED KING - 


VICTORY, MY KING! 
ARJUNA SHALL 
DIE AT MY 
HANDS. 


MP 


MEL 


FOUGHT A DUE 
WITH KAZMA MOW 
CO HOME TO 

ARAME AND TAWE 
CARE OE 
“መ 


GF Tf 


NE r 


| WOULD RAIE, HE ہے چب‎ 
ME. بین‎ THE FAME š 

USA 

l 

1 


CRE MORE من‎ ; = IT #9 THE KUUL OF KRISHNA, HIS 
/ ZÎ | CHARIOTEER THAT KEEPS HUM 
ALE . IF OMY YOU COULD 
COMVINCE HALA TO BE 
MY CHARIOTEER, VICTORY 


MUST KNOW HOW 
/ KEPT MY 
mar. ہر‎ 


—— 


I SPARE YOUR LIFE, 
VUDHISHTHIRA. YOU 


THE NEXT DAY KARNA HAD HIS WISH TO ENGAGE 
SUDHISHTHIRA IN SINGLE COMBAT. 


۳ CAN NEVER KILL ME 
EH IN SINGLE COMBAT. 
ARJUNA > LEAVE YOUR SUPERI- 
GHALL AVENGE " ORS TO THEIR 


WHEN ARJUNA HEARD 
OF VUDISUTHIODATS 
HUMILIATION HE COULD 
MOT WAIT TO ATTACK 
AARNA. HE SOON HAD 
THE CHANCE. 


KING . IT کم‎ HARD TO 
BELIEVE THAT HE 16 


| +++ COAT AN ARROW THAT OEVERED THE HEAD 
نیت‎ TUE GREAT HERO FROM STA BEAUTIFUL مخ‎ + 


WHEN KUNTI HEARD OF KARNAY | 
| ረሄ// > ያ | 
DEAR OCAR JON f 


CAST YOU CRT AT 7۷ | 


y AND YOUR DEATH / CAN * 
AUT LAMENT M پر‎ 
PRIVATE 1 


| MUG? AB. یروصم‎ HAD 71 
| WITH THE 7 PICKING TO 

THEI ھ۳٤‎ 
WAIT! THERE ይ 
ONE MO 
LEIT 


KUNTI THEN BROKE DOWN THE SUN 
AMO TOLD HER TALE 


SMILED- EACH OF TE] 
PANDAVA REMEMBERED 119 
OWN ENCOUNTER WITH THE 
DEAD BROTHER AND MEE 

| HEARTS 


REACHED CHIT TO PA, | 


e KARMA نس‎ HAD LONGED መሙ 
OVE y RECOGIMTION AMO - 
MAME, MILF HE LIVED, 
KE MAN 


